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1. The Opawa Prison is located directly behind the court building in Opava and
25X1 is bordered by Olomoucka St., Lidicka St. and two other streets:
25X1 ' |

2, The larger part of the installation is surrounded ty & wall five m. high, but
part of the buildings of the prison and the court extend to the streets., The
individual gardens and courtyards are separated by the same wall. On the Li-
dicks St. side, there is a garden in fromt of the prison building,

3, The entrance ie on lidicka St.; however, the prison can also be entered fram
the court building through a trellised door. The only vehisle entrance 1s
loeated on Olomoucks St. between the court building and the prison workshops.
The prison building and the warshouse are two-gtoried.

4o The prison has cells for solitary eonfinement and larger ones for more than one
25X1 prisoner. The total mmber of cells was unknown | |

a, The size of the solitary confinement cells is about 4 by 2.5 hy 3.8 meters.
The single-pane window has a size of about 40 ty 120 om. and is about 2.5
neters above the floor, On the outside it is barred. The individual bars -
there are sbout eight - are four-gornered, about 18 by 18 mm, thick, and are
fixed in the wmll vertically, They are reinforoed with about two double
rows of flat pleces of iron, one on the outside and the other on the inside,
which are fastened horigontally with rivets., The wooden door is covered
with sheat iron, Its size ie about 110 by 200 am, Although the door has
8 handle, the lock cen only be opened with a key after it has been olosed.
There probably ers horizontal bolts at the top and bottom of the door.

There 1s & psaphole and a small trap window in the door, The sell is fur-
nished with two beds ~ one of whish cen be folded -~ cne table, two stools,
one wash table with bssin, tollet (a frame with a pail), one small chest

for toilet articles and one water jug. The only lemp is fastened direotly
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%o the ceiling, The inventory, 2 1ist of the goods which the prisoners
are permitted to have purchased for them, and a booklet with the prison
regulations are hanging on the wall,

b. The size of the large cells is about 6 by 6 by 3.8 meters, About 1.5
neters from the floor there are two windows 100 by 180 cm, large. The
windows are barred in the same manner as those of the solitary cells,
only there are three rous of .flat pieces of iron, The door 1s the same,
only there is no trap window. The cell is furnished with 10 beds, one
table, two benches, 10 small chests (one above each bed) for toilet arti-
cles, etc., one wash table with basin and one water juge. As in the
solitary cells, there is one lamp, and the lists and the booklet with the
prison regulations are fastened to the wall.

5, The prison routine was 2s follows:
6 a.m, Reveille (a bell was rung), cleaning

the cells, emptying the pails, rollcall
in the cells, breskfast

7 8.m. Start of work, which lasted until 3230
p.m. (only part of the prisomers had
to work)

11530 = 11250 a.m. Lunch hour; the prisoners not working
ate in their cells

3330 poM. Return to the cells, supper, emptying
pails ‘

L = 4830 pole Rolleall in the cells, locking of the

cells; on Saturdays the cells were
locked at 1 p.m.

9 p.i. Bedtime (a bell was rung); in winter,
curfew was at 8 p.m.:

a, Rollcall in the cells was conducted as follows. All irmates had to line
up, with the senior ("starsim) at the head of the line. When the super-—
vigor, or chief of the ward, opened the door he said "Good day", whereupon
the senior irmate called: "Attention, Coll X (giving the appropriate num-
ber), X men {giving the appropriate mmber of irmates), everything in
orderi" The supervisor replied "Thank you". In case one of the imnmates
was sick or wanted to attend the "blg" rollcall, the supervisor noted it
down in his service book which either he or the tchodbar® (prisoner used
for sertsin tasks), who usually accompanied him, carried. The supervisor
was always armed with a pistol during rollealls.

b. The food was always aistributed by the "chodbar®. The cell doors were
unlocked during the distribution and the bowls were returned after the
meals,

¢. The pails were usually emptied by the "chodbar",

6., Every Thursday at 9 a.n., the "big" rolleall took place in the reception room
on the ground floor. For this rolleall, the prisoners reporting had to line
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up by wards in the ground floor hallwey. They were admitted to the reception
voom individually, where two wardems (only on office duty) listened to their
wishes, Questions of the prisoners were mostly answered by the wardens right
away. The director of the prison never attended these rollealls,

7. The irmates of a cell had to wash the floor once a week, No certain day was
set aside for this work,

8, Approximately 20 prisoners were selected for work every day. However, volun-
teers were accepted, too, The prisoners were assigned to work in the prison
workshops and to "brigades" on JiDs or eleevhere, The prisoners on outside
work details were guarded by one guard armed with a pistol and & sub-machine
gun for each group of eight prisoners. People arrested after 1948 for politi-
cal reasons were permitted to work only in their cells, where they pasted paper
bags. Once or twice, sueh prisoners were teken out in the fall during the
potato harvest, Very rarely, speclalists were assigned to work inside the
prison. The prisoners were pald for thelir work., A prisoner exceeding his
work quota received 20 or 30% of his earnings. For making paper bags, 40 Kes.
were paid daily. The prisoners not working also received one to twc Kes. per
day for postage, ete. ‘

9. Smoking in the cell was permitted during the day, but sitting or lying on the
bed was forbidden. An exception was made if the doctor ordered a sick man to
stay in bed.

10. At irregular times, but once a day, all prisoners were led to the garden, where
they could walk around in a set circle for one hour. During the walk the pri-
soners were watched by two guards who were posted opposite each other, one on
each side of the circle., The female prisoners took their walks in another
garden, On Sundays, the prisoners were not teken out for a wvalk.

11. The prisoners were divided into four disciplinary classes:

a. Class I: the worst. These prisoners were each permitted to write and re-
¢eive one letter every two months, They were permitted to have visitors
only every two months, They had less money than the members of Class II,
Their heads were shaved, They had to sit behind a wire mesh barrier when
talking to their visitors.

b. Class II. The members of this class wore their hair cropped to a length
of three cm, They were permitted to write and receive visitors every four
weeks, They were permitted to spend 50 Kecs. for additional food and 90
Kes, for tobacco goods per month,

¢. Class III. The members of this class were permitted to write and receive
visitors every three weeks, They had 70 Kes. for additional food allotted
to them per month, They were permitted to have their own books, but had to
leave them behind upon their release, When talking to visitors, they were
placed behind a wall about one meter high,

d, Class IV. Members of this class were permitted to write and receive visi-
tors every two weeks. In addition to being allowed to wear thelr halr as
long as they wished, they were also allowed to wear mustaches.and were
permitted to own musical instruments. Everything else was the same as for
Class III,

12, Fach new arrival started in Class I and was pramoted to the higher classes in
accordance with his conduct and work performance.
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13, The total mmber of prisonéi's fluctuated between 150 and 300; approximately 45

15‘

of them were women, The majority of the immates were sick and weak and had
been transferred to this prison from other prisons. Since about 1951, new pri-
soners had been delivered to Opava only in small groups and during the night.
Upon arrivel, each prisoner received & prison suit (mud color), & ocap (recently,
peeked caps were also issued), & set of underwear, one pair of shoes, one pair
of foot bandages (rags), one handkerchief, one towel, one bed sheet, one pillow-
case, two blankets, one spoon of light metal and two plastic mugs. The under—
wesr was changed every Fridey - sometimes on Saturdays.

There were approximetely 20 male supervisors and one female, About two men and
two women were permanently assigned to office duty., All of them wore green
uniforms, The violet facings were replaced by red ones in 1952 or 1953,

Packages sent to the prisoners could not weigh more than 1} kg. EBxceptions
were made, however, and based upon speciel work performance a prisoner might
be granted permission to receive a parcel of three or even five kg, Of the
contents, meat, bacon, fat, butter, alcoholic beverages, glass, tin, clgarettes
and matches were impounded, The prisoners were entitled, however, to decide
to whom these items were to be sent., Random checks were made on cake or bread
by cutting it,
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